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As NAIDOC Week 2025 comes to a close, Thirilli acknowledges and celebrates the
strength, pride, and resilience of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
across the country.

This year’s NAIDOC Week has been a powerful reminder of the importance of
truth-telling, cultural celebration, and community-led leadership. We extend our
heartfelt congratulations to all National NAIDOC Award winners and nominees for
their outstanding contributions and achievements. We also recognise the many
State and Territory finalists, as well as the everyday leaders in our communities who
continue to inspire and drive positive change.

We pay special tribute to all aunties, uncles, young people and mob in every
community who lead by example, often without recognition, and who are the heart
of what NAIDOC Week represents. Their commitment to culture, healing, and
community wellbeing continues to uplift our families and strengthen our futures.

Dr Summer May Finlay shares, “NAIDOC Week is a celebration and it's about
recognising the deep cultural knowledge, leadership, and resistance that exists in
our communities. We honour those who continue to carry our stories, fight for
justice, and create pathways for the next generation.”

This year’s theme — "The Next Generation: Strength, Vision and Legacy" — and its
powerful relevance to suicide postvention efforts in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities.

Suicide continues to have a devastating impact on our families and communities.
Through the strength of culture, community leadership, and connections, Thirrili and
other deadly organisations and communities are creating pathways for healing,
truth-telling, and change. Postvention work honours those we have lost by
supporting those left behind, and by investing in the next generation.

Strength in postvention means acknowledging the resilience and knowledge that
exist within the community, in the ways people support one another, share stories,
and face grief and loss.



Vision means creating spaces where young people feel safe, connected, and seen. It
means advocating for systems that respond with cultural understanding. It means
ensuring that postvention support is grounded in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander knowledge, rather than imposed solutions.

Legacy is about honouring those who came before us — our Elders, our ancestors,
our loved ones — by continuing their fight for justice and investing in futures shaped
by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ways of knowing, being and doing.

As we move forward beyond NAIDOC Week, Thirrili reaffirms our commitment to
walking alongside the community, amplifying Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
voices, and supporting culturally strong, self-determined futures.

24/7 crisis helpline services available to the community include:

e 13 YARN (139276) — a dedicated support line for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people

¢ Brother to Brother crisis line (1800 435 799) - providing support for men

¢ Kids Helpline (1800 55 1800) — for young people in need of support

For further information, resources, or to access support services, please visit
www.thirrili.com.au

About Thirrili: Thirrili is a proud Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisation
that is led by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ways of knowing, being, and
doing. As an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Controlled
Organisation, Thirrili recognises the strengths of our communities and our strong
responsibility to support communities in the aftermath of suicide or unexpected fatal
incidents. We uphold protective boundaries for individuals, families, and
communities that allow self-determination in their ways of bereavement and
healing.

For further details feel free to reach out us.
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